St Kevin’s Catholic Parish

A
AN\ 26-44 Herlihys Road, Templestowe Lower

ST KEVIN’S PARISH TEMPLESTOWE
“That all may live life to the full”

Mass Times

St Kevin’s: 5.30pm Saturdays Postal Address:

9.15am Sundavs Parish Priest: Fr Charles Balnaves PO Box 985, Templestowe 3106
' y _ Assistant Priest: Fr Anton Aseervathampillai Telephone: 9850 5983

St Gregory the Great: 6.00pm Saturdays . g .

9.00am. 10.30am and 5.000m Sundavs Business Manager: Mr David Hii Email: templestowe@cam.org.au
' L ooP y Pastoral Worker: Mrs Ana Saro Website: stkevinsparish.org.au

Reconciliation at St Gregory the Great every

Saturday morning at 9.30am Facebook: St Kevin’s Parish

VISION STATEMENT

St Kevin’'s Templestowe Parish is a Catholic community called by God and trusting in Jesus.

We aspire to care for and connect with the wide world and to be hospitable and generous so that all may live life to

the full.
Year A Third Sunday of Advent 13/14% December, 2025
Our Presider today is: Fr Anton Aseervathampillai S &9 h>
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Joint Christmas Party: We had something like 300 people at the St Greg’s and St Kevin’s Parish Christmas Party last weekend. A
wonderful success, and with people from St Kevin’s in clear evidence. My apologies to people who came especially but were unable
to gain access for a parking spot: | am sorry you couldn’t get in but feel most graced that there were so many people that parking
became an issue.

Thank you to the whole Social Group (with members from both parishes) — you catered most wonderfully. And thank you to St
Greg’s School for providing the choir with Choir Mistress. And thank you to Dai Sim and all with the Children’s Liturgy and the
beautiful way the children were prepared and gave us a Nativity Play.

Thank you and Merry Christmas to all.

ACYF Follow up!!! Youth/Young Adult Format: We are seeking to alter the format for the 5.00pm Sunday Mass at St Greg’s and
make it more of a Youth Mass. Our first attempt will be in January. Details will follow. Let everyone know that you know that this

event is happening.

2026 Assembly: If you missed my note last week: please stay alert in early February for details of a Joint Parishes Assembly in May
2026.

Liturgy Learning: An Exciting Development: Your liturgy groups for St Kevin’s and St Greg’s have booked Fr Frank O’Loughlin to
spend some time with us on 20" February (10am-1pm) and 5% March (7pm-9pm). He will help us deepen our knowledge of the
sources of the Mass and the meaning of the various parts.

| am hopeful that we will also arrange opportunities for us to delve into the scriptures / bible. But have no dates for that yet.

Alpha: We held the training session for the Alpha Experience that will start on 28™ January. The training is always well worthwhile.
Thank you, Margaret (and the team), for your dedication to this important tool as we seek to grow and change to become a more

invitational people who open ourselves and others to have a personal encounter with Jesus and intentionally commit ourselves as
his disciples.

Sanctuary Modification: You can still see drawings in the Gathering Space showing some detailed thinking about how we might
modify the Sanctuary. There are two purposes: one to enhance the sense of being around the table with Jesus and one to enhance
visibility for everyone (compared to how we are currently using the small altar).

| have had a number of comments. All say the objectives are good and like the look of what is proposed. One comment, echoed a
bit by others, says having two steps up is too much — it sets the presider too much apart. | am listening. Please, give me your
thoughts — | need to know so we discern the best way forwards. God bless, Fr Charles

Journey Stones: We presented each of the graduating students from St Kevin’s with a journey stone.
These stones are gathered and painted by Vicki Clark, an Aboriginal Mutti Mutti woman who lives by
the Murray River in Nyah. The Journey Stones are made with ordinary small rocks but: they are not
just stones — they come with a prayer for the journey beyond graduation, they come painted with a
story of journey — each stone is unique — and they link the recipient to the land of Australia, the land
our Aboriginal peoples have learned to know and love and become part of over the past 60,000 years.
Fr Charles
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What’s happening in our Parish this week?... | Wepray or Better Health.
. . . Alexandra Bateman, Alan Benn, Federico Aspromonte, Peter Ryan,
Saturday  5.30pm Mass with Baptism Presentation _ _ ,
Sunda 9.15am Mass Eugenia Pozzebon, Aileen Kent, Ruth Shiel, Rachel Hally,
Y ' . Vin Natoli, Bob Ulehla, Dot Sharkey, Shirley Loo, Lianny Susanto,
Tuesday 8.15am Adoration Lok whae Jewly Wylie. David Cullen. Peter R JulieA oldfield
9.15am Mass | ! ewly Wylie, David Cullen, Pe er. yan, Julie-Anne ie b
Dylan, Shane, Lyn Murphy, Marie Cameron, Peter Zeantti and
1.00pm Needlecraft Group T Whel
Thursday  8.15am  Adoration ony. © a'n.
915am  Mass Anmversar(es:
Friday 9.30am  Adoration at St Gregory the Great Church Ken McKenzie, Alan Behrendorff, Tom Materazzo,
Saturday 530pm  Mass Paul Materazzo, Brian Upton and Pauline Waring.
Sunday 9.15am  Mass Recently Deceased:
Fr Charles’ Prayer Intention for this Week: For our youth and young adults: N

we pray that efforts to carry the Spirit of the ACYF into daily life and parish Mass will be successful.
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LITURGY ROSTER
Third Sunday of Advent - 13 /14t December 2025
1st Read: Isaiah 11: 1-10 2rd Read: Romans 15: 4-9 Gos: Matthew 3: 1-12

Time Commentator Lector Special Ministers
5.30pm Margaret Turner Janet Parsons L Bredemz(;\:RaquelH
Are you planning on coming to awrence Lecconetio
Christmas Eve Mass at . | Kaye Byrr}lle
9.15am Tony Byrne Liz O’Conne Lyn Murphy
?
9.00pm: Frances Bettiol

Why not stay for a while afterwards
and celebrate together with our

Fourth Sunday of Advent - 20th/21st December 2025
1st Read: Isaiah 7: 10-14 2nd Read: Romans 1: 1-7 Gos: Matthew 1: 18-24

parish community. Please bring your Time Commentator Lector Special Ministers

own drinks and a plate to share _ _ Anne Maguire

(Fr Gerry loves Christmas Cake) 5.30pm Pauline Erickson Tasha Vercauteran Lynne O’Brien

This is a wonderful opportunity to Carmel Shiel

meet new friends and catch-up with 9.15am Paul Polidano Bernard Butler Tony Robinson

old ones. Pat Rowland

\4’0 — 2026 COLUMBAN ART CALENDAR
A V e I l t Y ‘:‘)‘f The new Columban Calendars for 2026
R l o == are available from the table in the
cconciliation i Vi Gathering Space. $10 each. Please place

An Advent Reconciliation Service

will be held at St Kevin’s on Thursday Evening,
18 December at 7.30pm.

Christmas/New Year Mass Times 2025

Reconciliation will be offered in the second rite (general absolution)

however, we will have extra priests available for the first rite of 18" December - Reconciliation Service 7.30pm

individual absolution if you prefer.

24 December - Christmas Eve  5.30pm Carols

Please note: this will be the only Reconciliation Service held during

Advent. Fr Charles 6.00pm Mass

9.00pm Mass

25" December - Christmas Day  9.00am Carols

9.15am Mass
Please note: this is the only Mass on Christmas Day

AIDNVEDST

31% December - New Year’s Eve 6.00pm Mass
(at St Gregory the Great)

1% January - New Year’s Day 9.15am Mass



Christmas Music Invitation

Anne and Roger will be leading the music at our Christmas
celebrations this year at the 6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass and
the 9:15am Christmas Morning Mass.

There will be a short carol service before each Mass, and we
warmly invite anyone who enjoys singing or plays a musical
instrument to join us for the music this Christmas. All levels of
experience are welcome.

If you’d like to take part, please message or call Anne: 0409
353129

Our hope is simply to bring our voices and gifts together in a
spirit of welcome, participation and joy as we celebrate the
birth of Christ. Cheers Roger

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas....

Advent season has begun. Let's journey together as we prepare for the
coming of the Messiah.

How does God speak to us in this time of preparation?

THE PROMISE
3 ADVENT REFLECTION BOOKLET

Booklets are available from the table in the
Gathering Space. They cost $5 each (please
place money in the same collection box as
for payment for Columban Calendars).

All are welcome to purchase a booklet to take home, read and reflect
upon and to assist in preparing ourselves for the arrival of Christmas.

January: The parish offices (at both St Greg’s and St Kevin’s) will
remain open over the Christmas/New Year period and over
January @ Fr Charles? He will be around — catching up on
things, thinking, and taking things a little easier but still available.
So if there is something you are thinking about doing over this
time —you need to let us know so we can plan it —and | know
what is happening. Fr Charles

Melbourne Archbishop Peter Comensoli has written a
review of the recent Australian Catholic Youth Festival
(ACYF), a copy of which is available to read from the
noticeboard in the Gathering Space. If you would like your
own copy, please let the parish office staff know and they
will provide you with one.

A message from the Archbishop of Melbourne

Dear friends, My prayerful greetings to you in the Lord in this season of Advent. &é?ﬁ}.

| write to you today of a significant moment in the life of our Archdiocese.

This coming weekend, the Third Sunday of Advent, | will formally announce, through our DW

Parishes, the calling of an Archdiocesan Synod to be held in 2026. My letter to our people
is on the noticeboard in the Gathering Space. At this stage,
announcement of the Synod itself. During 2026, we will provide clear details regarding the

this is simply the formal K@z&/@

purpose, process, and how this important journey for the People of God in Melbourne will
unfold. eq/w
| ask sincerely for your prayers as we begin to prepare for this important undertaking. 66{,‘2/\9’@

| also ask for your ongoing support, so that this Synod may be for our Archdiocese a time of

deep listening, renewed faith, authentic encounter and, God willing, rich fruit and flourishing. CMM
With every grace and blessing, Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus, +Peter
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An Advent Prayer

Lord of Light and Promise,
As the candles of Advent glow against darkness,
we lift our hearts in waiting and wonder.

You are the dawn that breaks upon our night,
the Word made flesh who dwells among us,
the Hope that does not disappoint.

Teach us to watch with Mary’s trust,
to serve with Joseph’s quiet strength,

to rejoice with shepherds who heard the angel’s song.

May our waiting be active —
in mercy shared, in forgiveness offered,
in care for creation and compassion for the poor.
Come, Emmanuel,
into our homes, our hearts, our world.
Make us bearers of your light,
until the day when all creation sings:

“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.”

Amen.

W O S e s T pp U B S B O By e T By e T By s By

Celebration

Baptism Welcome of the

. Sacramegnt of Baptism
This weekend we welcome:
Cameron and Charlene
who will be introducing : —
Charlie James Clarke

to our Parish Community in preparation for his
Baptism in a few weeks time.

Jubilee Year: “Hope does not disappoint”
— Being Pilgrims of Hope:

A Pilgrims of Hope prayer card is available for you to
take: pick up your copy from the Gathering Space.

With the Parish Pastoral Council and Liturgy Group, we seek
to bring this truth of being Pilgrims of Hope into everything
we do. This truth informs and enlivens all that we seek to
implement as disciples of Christ to the world around us.
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Responsorial Psalm

For information on our Parish School please contact:
Lord, come and save us.

St Kevin’s Primary School
Phone: 9273 9999 Response to Prayers of the Faithful

Lord hear our Prayer.

REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS OF THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

First Reading Second Reading
|saiah 35:1-6, 10 lames 5:7-10
A reading from the prophet Isaiah A reading from the letter of St James
God himself will come and save us. You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s
The people are displaced and miserable in exile, coming will be soon.
but the prophet Isaiah sustains their hope with an We have just heard from the prophet Isaiah who spoke
oracle of a joyous return and restoration. The of the joyful promise of liberation in a time of exile
wasteland becomes a flowering garden. Everyone, and who did not lose heart. Now the letter of St James
the weary and the faint of heart, all with their urges us to wait as patiently as Isaiah did for the
limitations and disabilities, will join in the singing coming of the Lord. Four times the word ‘patient’
and dancing. Every handicap will be undone in the occurs in these few lines. Patient waiting is a key
new creation which the prophet is promising. Advent theme.
Sorrow and lament will be ended and joy and James uses the example of a farmer waiting for rain -
gladness will go with them all. an image we understand all too well in Australia. As we
Looking at the state of the world today, we too can wait, we are to treat one another well without judging
become discouraged. This poem of courage and joy |others. Indeed, it is not only we who wait upon the
will speak to our experience and bring us coming of the Lord: God, our merciful judge, is already
consolation and trust in God. to be seen waiting for us at the gates!
Today's reading offers people in today's world The meaning of the text is clear.
courage, hope and joy, evoking a sense of wonder. . »  Takenfrom Break Open the Word"

Come all ye faithful: Christmas carols sing of God’s love, Pope says < L,Tf _ ol —

Christmas carols in every language and culture are expressions of how music can convey ‘feelings and emotions, even the deepest
movements of the soul,” Pope Leo XIV said after listening, clapping and singing along at the Vatican Christmas concert with the poor.
‘As the melodies touched our hearts, we felt the inestimable value of music: not a luxury for the few, but a divine gift accessible to
everyone, rich and poor, learned and simple,” the Pope said on 6 December as he thanked Canadian singer Michael Bublé, Italian
singer Serena Autieri and the choir of the Diocese of Rome. ‘Music is like a bridge that leads us to God,” the Pope said. It is like ‘an
imaginary stairway connecting earth and heaven.” ‘It is not a coincidence that the feast of Christmas is very rich in traditional songs, in
every language and every culture,” he said. ‘It is as though this mystery could not be celebrated without music, without hymns of
praise.” And it was that way from the very beginning, the Pope said, noting how the Gospel of Luke ‘tells us that while Jesus was being
born in the stable in Bethlehem, there was a great concert of angels in heaven.” ‘And who listened to that concert? To whom did the
angels appear? To the shepherds, who were keeping watch at night to guard their flock,” he said. ‘Music can lift our hearts,’ the Pope
told his audience, which included migrants and refugees, people who sleep outside around the Vatican and people in need because of
job loss. Music is uplifting ‘not because it distracts us from our sufferings, because it numbs us or makes us forget the problems and
difficult situations of life,” he said, ‘but because it reminds us that we are not just this: we are far more than our problems and our
troubles; we are God’s beloved children!’

Soccial Justice AchEiom

St Kewvin ' s FParss=s=ih_ T emplestovwe

TREATY, and historic apology to Aboriginal People by Victorian Government
(Edited Extracts from CathNews/ABC News, 9 December 2025)

An official apology was delivered during a special sitting in the Victorian Parliament on 9 December. It was a key part of Victoria's
new, state-leading treaty agreement, and follows the truth-telling Yoorook Justice Commission which came into effect on 12
December 2025. Premier Jacinta Allan stated that past parliamentary decisions had denied First Peoples their land rights and self-
determination. She acknowledged that the colonization of Victoria was rapid and violent, involving the non-consensual taking of land,
displacement, the silencing of languages, and the forced removal of children. The apology is intended to start a renewed relationship
between Victorian Aboriginal people and the state, as committed to in the new treaty agreement.

While Liberal and National MPs voted against the Treaty, the Opposition leader Jess Wilson also apologised to Aboriginal
Victorians, suggesting her party would focus more on economic sustainability in their approach to improving outcomes.

Our recent 2nd Collections for Mackillop Family Services raised $1,309.05, which was appreciated -John Costa SJA



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa035
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjam#jam005

