The Presentation of the Lord

First Reading

Mal 3:1-4
A reading from the prophet Malachi

The Lord whom you seek will come to his temple.

The Lord God says this: Look, | am going to send my messenger to
prepare a way before me. And the Lord you are seeking will suddenly
enter his temple; and the angel of the covenant whom you are longing
for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. Who will be able to resist
the day of his coming? Who will remain standing when he appears? For
he is like the refiner’s fire and the fuller’s alkali. He will take his seat as
refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, and then they will make the offering to the Lord as it
should be made. The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be
welcomed by the Lord as in former days, as in the years of old.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 23:7-10. R. v.10
(R.) Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!

1. O gates, lift up your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

2. Who is the king of glory?
The Lord, the mighty, the valiant,
the Lord, the valiant in war. (R.)

3. O gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

4. Who is he, the king of glory?
He, the Lord of armies,
he is the king of glory. (R.)



Second Reading

Heb 2:14-18
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

He had to be made like us in all things.

Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, Jesus too shared
equally in it, so that by his death he could take away all the power of the
devil, who had power over death, and set free all those who had been
held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. For it was not the
angels that he took to himself; he took to himself descent from Abraham.
It was essential that he should in this way become completely like his
brothers so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy high
priest of God’s religion, able to atone for human sins. That is, because
he has himself been through temptation he is able to help others who
are tempted.

Gospel Acclamation

Lk 2:32

Alleluia, alleluia!

This is the light of revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
Alleluia!



